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Overview
• CPL definitions, counts, demographics, distributions and trends

• Data challenges: limited to CPL counts and high school data

• Advanced Placement & International Baccalaureate in Montana
• Recent HS graduates in the MUS
• College credits analysis

• Veteran Students and CPL

• Other CPL

• Key Takeaways



CPL Definitions

• Standardized Tests- Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP), DANTES Standardize Subject Testing (DSST), 
Straighterline and UExcel

• American Council on Education (ACE) and National College Credit 
Recommendation Service (NCCRS)- proposes college credit equivalencies for learning 
outside of the college classroom

• Military Credit- college credit awarded from the Joint Services Transcript (JST),which 
documents trainings, rank, occupation, etc, and evaluated ACE for academic credit

• Challenge Exams- comprehensive exams of the course subject matter

• Portfolio Assessments- students submit a portfolio showcasing their knowledge for 
faculty evaluation

• Experiential Learning- credits earned through work experience or learning outside of 
the college classroom

Board of Regents Prior Learning Assessment Policy (301.19)
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Military
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Credits earned 
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Credit for Prior Learning Counts by Year

24,099 MUS students have received CPL credits since 2017

Credits 
earned in HS 

by exam



CPL Student Demographics since 2017
All Other CPLAP & IB



MUS Undergraduates with CPL Credits by Year

When excluding AP & IB, the 4 Year campus distribution decreases 
to 71.1% in  2024-25



AP & IB in Montana High Schools

MT HS with IB MHSA Class Students in MUS with IB since 2017

Flathead HS AA 519

Big Sky HS AA 199

Hellgate HS AA 131

Lone Peak HS B 7

AP: 2025 Administrative Report IB



In-State Residents in the MUS with AP & IB Credits

Regional Statistics since 2017
Color Region MT Students w/ AP & IB % Pell Students

Urban 81.0% 18.3%

Mountains 11.6% 30.1%

Plains 7.3% 34.6%



Recent HS Graduates (3 years) in the MUS with AP & IB by Residency

2021-23 
College 
Board 

Report of 
AP scores 

sent to 
MUS 

Campuses

Residency Exams per Student Students with an AP Score of 3 or higher

In State 2.3 88.9%

Out of State 4.2 91.2%
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In-State Recent HS Graduates (3 years) in the MUS with 
College Credits: AP, IB & Dual Enrollment

Color Region % w/ College Credit

Urban 59.7%

Mountains 58.6%

Plains 49.0%

MHSA 
Class

% w/ College 
Credit

2024-25 Avg DE 
Credits

AA 61.1% 4.8

A 57.4% 5.9

B 53.7% 5.1

C 45.8% 6.2

Private 51.0% 4.8

Home 
School 

50.2% 8.6

Other 14.0% 4.1



Veteran Students and CPL

26.1% of veterans enrolled in the MUS received 
CPL credits since 2017

Joint Service Transcripts (JST)

% Veteran UG

Military (JST)

AP



Veteran Joint Service Transcripts (JST) and CPL

88.1%

11.9%

Excluding AP & IB, 18.1% of veterans have CPL credits since 2017



Other CPL



Key Takeaways
• ~21% of undergraduate students per year have earned CPL credits

• 89.3% of CPL credits are earned in High School (AP & IB) and are primarily awarded 
by 4-year institutions
• Out-of-state recent HS graduates account for a higher percentage of students 

with AP or IB credits and average more AP exams than in-state students

• When excluding AP & IB , 40.7% of MUS students with CPL are more 25 or older

• 81.9% of veterans do not receive any credit from their JSTs or other assessments

• Data limited to CPL counts



CPL Information

Website:
https://www.mus.edu/pla/ 

Contact:
Chase Stahl

cstahl@montana.edu

406-449-9141

https://www.mus.edu/pla/
mailto:cstahl@montana.edu


Credit for Prior Learning System 
Equivalency Framework

Jacque Treaster
Director of Dual Enrollment and Career & Technical Education



Policy Alignment

BOR Policy 301.19 establishes that:

• Prior learning must be evaluated by faculty or disciplinary experts.
• Credit is awarded on a course-by-course equivalency basis.
• Once recorded on an MUS transcript, PLA credit transfers on the same 

basis as credit earned through regular study.



Using the CCN Framework
Pathway A: Faculty Council (FLOC) Initiated Review
• Faculty Councils meet on a five-year cycle to review CCN outcomes. CPL equivalency review can be 

incorporated into these existing meetings as a standing agenda item.
• Proposed CPL-to-CCN review uses the same outcomes-based standard already applied to course-to-course 

equivalency decisions.
• Faculty confirm minimum performance standards. For standardized exams such as DSST or CLEP, they 

confirm or adjust the passing score. For ACE-evaluated military occupations, they confirm the appropriate 
rank or skill level. For industry certifications, they identify the specific credential and any currency 
requirements.

Pathway B: Campus- or OCHE-Initiated Proposal
• If a CPL equivalency request arises between scheduled FLOC meetings, a proposal-based process allows 

timely action. 
• Submission of a MUS CPL Equivalency Proposal form may be submitted for review by the CCN Program 

Manager and faculty reviewers. 



Equivalency Crosswalks DSST (DANTES Subject Standard Test) Exams
DANTES = Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support



Equivalency Crosswalks Military Occupations



Equivalency Crosswalks Industry Recognized Credentials



More PLA Information
Website:

https://mus.edu/pla

Contact:
Jacque Treaster

jtreaster@montana.edu
(406) 449-9135

https://mus.edu/pla
mailto:jtreaster@montana.edu
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