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Dr. Tim Elgren, Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor  

Montana Technological University  

1300 West Park St  

September 30, 2025  

  

Dear Dr. Elgren:  

  

I am writing to nominate Mr. Dave Lesar to receive an honorary doctorate from Montana 

Technological University. Mr. Lesar's contributions to the energy sector and his philanthropic 

endeavors have not only advanced the field but have also significantly impacted our community.  

  

As the former CEO of Halliburton, Mr. Lesar led the company through a transformative period, 

shifting its focus from traditional oil services to a technology-driven approach. His strategic 

acquisitions of Landmark Graphics, Numar, and Sperry-Sun Drilling under the guidance of Dick 

Cheney's vision, and his own leadership, propelled Halliburton to become the world's leading 

provider of hydraulic fracturing services. Under his tenure, Halliburton's share price rose by 

68%.  

  

Upon retiring from Halliburton, Mr. Lesar joined CenterPoint Energy as President and CEO, 

where he continued to demonstrate his leadership and vision by investing in clean energy and 

infrastructure projects. His efforts have led to billions of dollars' worth of new projects, including 

pipeline modernization and the integration of renewable energy sources, which have significantly 

improved the safety, reliability, and resiliency of the utility systems.  

  

Mr. Lesar's dedication to the betterment of society and his commitment to fostering education 

and research in natural resource management are commendable. His philanthropic contributions 

and leadership in the energy industry have left an indelible mark on Montana Tech and the 

broader community. Mr. Lesar's commitment to innovation and growth extended beyond his 

corporate role. During his time at Halliburton, Dave Lesar ensured that Halliburton donated to 

the Natural Resources Research Center, which was a critical investment for Montana Tech and 

set the stage for future philanthropic donations to Montana Tech. Dave and Sherry Lesar’s $7M 

donation to the Sherry Lesar School of Nursing has ensured Montana Tech’s position as an 

educational leader of future nurses. Dave and Sherry Lesar donated $1M in 2016 to establish the 

Stan and Joyce Lesar Professorship, honoring Dave’s parents. The Stan and Joyce Lesar 

Professorship was used to support programming and research focused on enhancing Montana 

Tech’s ability to responsibly develop and use natural resources.  

  

In recognition of his outstanding achievements and contributions, I strongly believe that Mr.  

Lesar deserves to be awarded an honorary doctorate from Montana Technological University.  

His legacy will undoubtedly continue to inspire future generations of leaders and innovators.  
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Thank you for considering my nomination.  

  

Sincerely,  

 

Jack L. Skinner, Ph.D., P.E.  

Dean of the Lance College of Mines and Engineering  
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