
  

Item 223-1503-R0326_A1 

Page 1 of 9 



  

Item 223-1503-R0326_A1 

Page 2 of 9 



 

Item 223-1503-R0326_A1 

Page 3 of 9 



 

 
 

Dr. Tim Elgren, Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor  

Montana Technological University  

1300 West Park St  

September 30, 2025  

  

Dear Dr. Elgren:  

  

I am writing to nominate Mr. Ryan Lance to be awarded an honorary doctorate from Montana 

Technological University. Mr. Lance's exemplary contributions to the field of petroleum 

engineering and his unwavering commitment to the advancement of science, engineering, and 

technology have not only brought distinction to Montana Tech but have also significantly 

impacted the broader community.  

  

Ryan Lance, a distinguished alumnus of Montana Tech, graduated with a bachelor's degree in 

petroleum engineering in 1984. His professional journey has been marked by remarkable 

achievements, including serving as the CEO of ConocoPhillips since 2012, where he has led the 

company's transformation into the world's largest independent oil and natural gas exploration and 

production company. With over 37 years of industry executive and technical experience, Mr. 

Lance has demonstrated exceptional leadership and vision in the energy sector.  

  

Mr. Lance's dedication to Montana Tech is evident through his continuous support for the 

university's development and educational excellence initiatives. Ryan and Lisa Lance’s generous 

donation of $31M, the largest in the university's history, has facilitated the renaming of the 

School of Mines & Engineering to the Lance College of Mines & Engineering, a testament to his 

commitment to the institution's growth and success.  

  

Ryan Lance is the reason Montan Tech was able to build the Natural Resources Research Center 

by encouraging ConocoPhillips, Halliburton, and Anadarko to donate to Montana Tech. The 

Lance Scholars Program has been game changing for students seeking an excellent, hands-on 

education at Montana Tech. The establishment of the Lance Energy Chair to ensure Montana  

Tech is the higher-education leader in the field of energy has yielded immediate results with Bob 

Morris being named as the inaugural Lance Energy Chair and enhancing Montana Tech’s 

presence in energy issues important to industry, National Laboratories, and government.  

  

In light of Mr. Lance's outstanding achievements, his dedication to Montana Tech, and his 

unwavering commitment to the betterment of society, I firmly believe that he deserves the honor 

of an honorary doctorate from our esteemed university. Granting this recognition would not only 

honor Mr. Lance's remarkable accomplishments but also inspire current and future students to 

strive for excellence and make a positive impact on the world.  
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Thank you for considering this nomination. I am confident that Mr. Lance's acceptance of this 

honorary degree would be a testament to Montana Tech's commitment to fostering excellence 

and innovation in the field of engineering and technology.  

  

Sincerely,  

 

Jack L. Skinner, Ph.D., P.E.  

Dean of the Lance College of Mines and Engineering  

 
1300 West Park Street | Butte, MT 59701 | (406) 496-4460 | www.mtech.edu  
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September 23, 2025  
  
To: Montana Board of Regents, Montana Tech Chancellor, Montana Tech Provost  
  
From: Gary Kolstad, Montana Tech Alumni, Donor, Foundation Board Member  
  
RE: Nomination of Ryan Lance for an Honorary Degree  
  
I am pleased to nominate Ryan Lance for an Honorary Degree from Montana  

Tech. His support of Montana Tech, the Montana University System, the State of 

Montana, and the resultant positive impact on each make him a very deserving 

candidate.  
  
We have known each other for over 40 years, starting with our years together as 

students at Montana Tech.  We have kept crossing paths with different global 

assignments in the Oil & Gas industry.  
  
Ryan’s professional career has been marked by business success, strong personal 

values and integrity, and excellent leadership shown.  He has been instrumental in 

driving the message of the world’s need for more STEM engineers and how 

Montana Tech can help provide those needs.  
  
Ryan’s and Lisa’s wonderful financial gift to Montana Tech, which supports many 

Montana students with scholarships, has been instrumental in increasing the 

number of students that can afford to go to college, and raised the awareness of 

the great degree programs we offer.  
  
At Montana Tech we have a saying “Ordinary Beginnings, Extraordinary Lives.”  

Ryan is a great example.  Their scholarships are creating the same opportunity for 

so many students to enhance their lives.  We have a strong history of producing 

great leaders in various industries and some students receiving their scholarships 

will no doubt continue that same leadership success after they graduate.  
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Importantly, he has achieved these accomplishments while remaining true to his 

Montana upbringing of having a strong work ethic and remaining humble.  In 

addition, he has raised a wonderful family that shares those values.  
  
I am proud to call Ryan a friend and hope you will award him the Honorary  

Degree,  
   
  
Sincerely,  
  
  

  
  
Gary Kolstad  

Chairman  
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