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The Associated Students of Helena College
Proposal Regarding the ASHC Student Fee Increase
December 10,2018

Authored by: Hannah Johnson, ASHC President; Stanley Munson, ASHC Vice-President;
Andrea Shearin, ASHC Business Manager; Christine Fisher, ASHC Secretary

Sponsored by ASHC Senators: Asher Easterby, Lakota Lawson, Tyler Coenen, James -
Ranger, Nathan Hartnett, Dustin Ackeret, Jocelynn Norman, Kaio Tokura, Courtney
Radke, James Kelly, Rhiannon Weaver, Tia Norine, Wyatt LaPraim, Christine Richmond,
Erin Munson, Stephanie Heitman, Wil Hope '

Whereas, the Associated Students of Helena College (ASHC) is the official representative body
of the students of the Helena College;

Whereas, the ASHC Constitution reads as follows:

We, the student bodv of Helena College University of Montana, have the right and
collective authority of self-governance and the enhancement of our education. In order 12
preserve and further these aims; to promote understanding and involvement among all
members of the College community; to represent, advocale, and promulgate the interes:
of the student body; to serve as liaisons in the administrative processes of Helena
College; to protect our right to govern ourselves and accept responsibility of promating
the quality of student life; to be the official voice of students in academic, institutional
and campus affairs, B

Whereas, all Associated Student clubs and organizations within the Helena College are
representatlves reco gmzed by ASHC

Whereas, the ASHC student fee is $15 per student each semester and is used in a variety of ways

“such as: club funding, campus-wids events, and student scholarships. This fee has been in place

for over 15 years and is very outdzated. Currently, ASHC has the lowest student government fee
within the Montana University System, excluding community colleges. Other MUS two year
schools, such as Great Falls College, have $30 student fees in place. Although, a low fee may
seem favorable, ASHC is not adlz to effectively meet i-e needs of the diverse student groups at-
Helena College,

Wheleas in order to. effectively serve all students of Helena College, ASHC proposes to raise
student fees to $35 each semester. ASHC finds this fee increase justifiable due to outdated
student fees, and ASHC’s growing presence on campus. With increased fees, ASHC would b=
better able to support all student clubs, host more evenfs on campus, increase ASHC sponsore,!
student scholarships, and potentially hire a Student Activities Coordinator position. During fal!
semester 2018, ASHC held open forums and conducted surveys to keep all Helena College
students informed and involved in the fee increase discussion. The results of these efforts
shcwed support from the majority of the Helena College student population.
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Whereas, Board of Regents Poliéy 947(_):. 12.1, Board Pblicy D reads‘z{s f,olloWs:,_

. The associated student governments-of the Montana University System will be.given .
 opportunity to take part in discussion with the:Board of Regents concerning any changes
__in tuition or fees. Before approving or increasing any fee, the. Board of Regents will give
~ the duly constituted student government organization the opportunity 2 exzress student
opinion regarding the fee. Such expression will be based on formal actions of the student
senate or a sz‘udent referendum ‘

Whereas, Board of Regents Folicy 940. 12.1, Definition B, subsection 3, reads as follows:. =~
Student driven fees — are fees proposed through the student government organization on
a given campus that studeats have had the opportunity to vote in support or oppositior. of
‘Only in the case that a fee is supported by a majority of voting students may a fee be
presented as a student driven fee 1o the campus administration for possible inclusion nto .
‘the schedule of tuition and fees Dpresented to the Board of Regents Jor approval in the
- Ji scal year in which the proposal wes voted ¢ by the students *.

Theremre Let It Be Resolved, that the Associated Students of Helena College (A“UC) is

- requesting to raise the ASHC student fee from $15 to $35 per semester. A

-Theieforv, Let It Further Be Resolved that a copy of this proposal be sent t2 the follovr ZAb e

individuais as soon as possible: Kirk Lacy, Interim Dean of Helena College; Sandfa Buarney,

“Associate Dean of Academic and Student Affairs of Helena College; Russ Fi'ner, Chief

Financial Officer of Helena College; Nathan Munn, Fac‘ulty Senafe Cheir Cf Helera Col if.'.g:‘,
Jessie Pate, Sta ff Senate Chmr of Helena College.

Passed by ASHC Senate: Dee, 2 ,2018

Harpah T“hnscn ' ' o S 15
o ice-President

i: https b/l edu/porpol/bor?00/940-12-1.pdf .
ii: https ’;’mustdufbomolfborfJOO/%O 12-1.pdl
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