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Updating Montana’s Career Pathways System

The joint development of a new public-facing pathways website with 
information targeted at students, parents, educators, and the public. 
www.mus.edu/MCP

MCP Website 

Reprioritization of campus activities using Perkins Rural Reserve funds 
to support and strengthen MCP.

Strengthening 
Montana Career 
Pathways Grants

OPI’s creation of a new set of guidance documents and a new MCP 
program of study verification program to access Perkins Secondary 
Local Application funds. 

Montana Career 
Pathways 

Programs of 
Study

http://www.mus.edu/MCP








Strengthening Montana Career Pathways Grants

Grants competitively awarded to campuses to help increase 
access to activities that support a high-quality career pathway.
• Development of dual enrollment supporting an MCP
• Skill-building technical trainings for teachers  

• Manufacturing, culinary, education, automotive, health care, 
construction, and agriculture

• Offered by campuses to develop connections, enhance teacher 
technical proficiency particularly for dual enrollment and IRCs.

• Career exposure events like TekNoExpo, Women in Gear, 
Manufacturing Day, L.I.F.E. and Industrial Expo





 

Montana High School CTE Pathways 
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Information Technology 

 

 

 

Plant Systems Animal Systems 

Commercial Art 
Graphics/Printing 

TV Broadcast Technician 

Digital Media Programming/Software Development 



 

What Is a CTE Pathway?  
A Pathway is a sequence of courses within a 
student’s area of interest. A Pathway connects 
from high school to college for a certificate, a 
degree and/or career. 
How Are Pathways Beneficial to 
Students? 
Many Pathways offer Dual Enrollment credit. A 
Pathway will save students time and money 
towards training and/or a college degree. 
Why Should Students Participate in 
CTE Career Pathways? 
1. To acquire technical skills training. 
2. To participate in hands-on learning. 
3. To jump-start their future career. 
4. To earn college credit while in high school. 
5. To save time and money! 
How Do CTE Pathways Connect to 
Postsecondary Education? 
CTE Pathways help match education and 
workplace needs through partnerships with 
postsecondary institutions, the school districts, 
business, and industry. 
CTE Career Pathways are the maps that can help 
guide students to: 
• High school courses. 
• Postsecondary options most relevant to their 

chosen career destination. 
What Are the Opportunities for 
Students Who Participate in a CTE 
Pathway? 
• Maximize opportunities for students. 
• Increase student awareness of careers and 

education and training. 
• Strengthen the planning process using a 

College and Career Ready Plan. 
How Do CTE Pathways Prepare 
Students for College and Career? 
• Students complete appropriate academic 

and skill development courses. 
• Students participate in Dual Enrollment 

courses that meet degree requirements. 
• Students complete related state or industry 

skill assessments. 
• Students earn industry certification, where 

available. 

Are Dual Enrollment Classes 
Included in a CTE Pathway? 
Yes! CTE Pathways include Dual Enrollment 
courses, and credits earned can be transferred to a 
college or university. 
In Montana, What Number of 
Students Are Enrolled in CTE 
Courses? 
• 72,080 males 
• 65,745 females 
• 137,825 9th-12th graders 
What Do CTE Pathways Prepare 
Students For? 
Postsecondary education. High school students 
enrolled in CTE Pathways receive advanced 
occupational training to pursue postsecondary 
certificates and degrees. 
What Does Postsecondary Education 
Mean? 
Postsecondary education means a one-year 
certificate, apprenticeship, military training, a 
two-year associate or technical degree or a four-
year bachelor’s degree. 
What Does a CTE Pathway Look 
Like? 
A CTE Pathway includes both foundation and 
elective courses within a student’s area of 
interest. Students are required to earn a specific 
number of foundation and elective credits in order 
to be considered a CTE Pathway completer. 
How Many Credits Does a Student 
Need to Be a CTE 
Pathway Completer? 
A student needs 2.00 graduation credits to be a 
CTE Pathway completer. 
What Percentage of Jobs Require 
Additional Training Beyond High 
School? 
According to the Georgetown University Center 
on Education and the Workforce, 35 percent of 
job openings will require at least a bachelor's 
degree and 30 percent of the job openings will 
require some college or and associate degree. 
 

How Many CTE Pathways Are 
There in Montana? 
Montana will recognize over 50 Career Pathways 
within six Areas of Study. 
What Are the CTE Areas of Study? 
• Agricultural Education 
• Business and Marketing Education 
• Family and Consumer Sciences Education 
• Health Science Education 
• STEM Education  
• Industrial and Trades Technology Education  
What Pathways Are Offered 
Through CTE? 
For a complete listing of CTE Pathways offered, 
talk to your high school counselor or 
access http://opi.mt.gov/programs/CTAE/CTE.ht
ml#gpm1_1 
Are CTE Pathways Different from 
the National Career Clusters? 
No. Each CTE Pathway is based on national skills 
standards and the national career clusters 
preparing students with academic and hands-on 
learning in order to successfully transition from 
high school to postsecondary education. 
How Can I Learn More About CTE 
and CTE Pathways? 
Talk to your school counselor, contact the 
Montana State Office of Education, or 
access http://opi.mt.gov/programs/CTAE/CTE.ht
ml#gpm1_1 
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Montana Statewide Pathways:  
Connecting High School to College and Career 
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