PROPOSAL TO MERGE TITLE II “TECH PREP” FUNDS INTO PERKINS ALLOCATION

Public Hearing Document

Proposal

To recommend to the Montana Board of Regents of Higher Education that Montana’s State Plan for 2008-2012 be
modified to discontinue the separately administered Title II “Tech Prep” grant and merge the federal funding
previously awarded to Montana through Title II “Tech Prep” into the general Perkins allocation for Montana.

Background

e  When Montana adopted its State Plan for Perkins IV in 2006, the state made the decision not to merge
previously discrete Title II Tech Prep funding into the general Perkins funding for Montana. Instead,
Montana chose a consortium approach with a continued separation of Tech Prep from Perkins funding.
Through its standard RFP process, the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education (OCHE) and the
Office of Public Instruction (OPI) laid out a vision for “the new Tech Prep” called Big Sky Pathways and
selected the “Peaks to Plains” consortium proposed by Flathead Valley Community College and MSU-
Billings College of Technology to oversee the three-year Big Sky Pathways grant.

e In December 2009, the two campuses notified Montana’s Deputy Commissioner for Two-year Education
that they were not interested in continuing the “Peaks to Plains” Consortium upon expiration of the grant.
In June 2010, the three-year timeframe of the grant expired.

e Twenty-six states have merged their Title Il Tech Prep funding into their Perkins allocation. Indicators
from the Office of Adult and Vocational Education suggest that all states will be expected to include Tech
Prep funding into their total Perkins allocation by July 2011.

e In consultation with the State Plan Advisory Committee incorporated in Montana'’s Career Technical
Education (CTE) Advisory Council, the State Executive Leadership Team (SELT) has also concluded that
merging the funds is the best long-term approach for Montana. This proposed change has been
presented to the Montana’s CTE Advisory Council, the chief executive officers on the Two-Year Education
Council, and other stakeholder groups. No concerns about the proposal have emerged in these
discussions.

e Because this modification represents a major change in Montana'’s State Plan, a public hearing on this
proposal has been scheduled for Wednesday, October 6, 2010, from 4 - 5 p.m. The hearing will be
conducted via MetNet at the following locations: Flathead Valley Community College, University of
Montana-Missoula College of Technology, UM-Helena, Montana Tech College of Technology, MSU-Billings
College of Technology, MSU-Great Falls, MSU-Northern, and Miles Community College. (Specific
information about these locations are appended to this document.) Written comments must be
submitted by Monday, October 18, 2010, to:

Director of Perkins Programs

Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education
2500 Broadway

Helena, MT 59620

Advantages to the Merging of Title II “Tech Prep” into the General Perkins Grant

1. A More Holistic Approach to High School/College Transitions. The main objective of Title Il Tech Prep is
to create the programs, services, and professional development necessary to pave career pathways from
secondary to post-secondary to employment. With its emphasis on programs of study, this is also a major
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objective of the Perkins grant administered by the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education, in
collaboration with the Office of Public Instruction. Thanks to the progress made through professional
development provided by the Peaks to Plains Consortium between 2007 and 2010, the career awareness and
program planning tools developed with Perkins funding for the Montana Career Information System, the
statewide articulation of secondary and postsecondary career/technical courses through coordination with
OCHE’s Transfer Initiative and other advances in the last three years, the once-distinct roles of Tech Prep and
Perkins have become more and more integrated. The merging of the two projects at this point brings parallel
projects into a single, holistic approach that ensures consistency and reduces confusion in the field.

2. Increased Resources at the Local Level. “Rolling up” Tech Prep into Perkins IV would result in an addition
of approximately $458,817.00/year to the state’s Perkins funds, a 9% increase over the present funding level.
As with all Perkins funding, 85% of that additional $458,817.00 would be added by formula to Local Perkins
Grants at both the secondary and post-secondary levels. The remaining 15% of the Tech Prep funding would
supplement Perkins budgets through the existing formula at OPI and OCHE. (Because the OCHE revenues
associated with administering the Title II “Tech Prep” grant would no longer accrue, OCHE’s administrative
budget would decrease slightly, while OPI’s would increase slightly.

3. Simpler Accountability Requirements. Both Perkins and Tech Prep grants have extensive accountability
requirements, which add significantly to workloads locally and at the state level. Reducing the reporting
requirements to the Perkins requirements only would reduce redundancy and free up valuable employee
time.

Specific Modifications to Montana's State Plan

Red-lined changes to the sections of the State Plan affected by this proposal are attached. In short, they include:

1. Removing references to Tech Prep in the Introduction (p. 2)
2. Redacting Section V. Tech Prep Program in its entirety (pp. 55-60)
3. Adding Public Hearing Comments and Responses to Appendices
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Proposed Specific Revisions to Montana’s State Plan

1. Updating of the Tech Prep overview in the Introduction (p. 2, below)

Beginning in FY 2012, Montana will merge its Title 11 Tech Prep funding with its general

Perkins allocation and coordinate all efforts to develop programs of study through state and local
Perkins activities.

2. Redacting Section V. Tech Prep Program in its entirety (pp. 55-60, below)
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